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important step forward to address this
national epidemic.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, March 7, 2016.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JONI ERNST, a Senator
from the State of Iowa, to perform the duties
of the Chair.

ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. ERNST thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

——————

REMEMBERING NANCY REAGAN

Mr. REID. Madam President, I join
the Republican leader in extending my
sympathies to the entire Reagan fam-
ily. Nancy Reagan was a wonderful
First Lady. She was also an incredible
individual in her own right. She was al-
ways gracious and charming.

The last time I saw Nancy Reagan,
she was here in the Rotunda of the
Capitol dedicating a statue of her hus-
band, President Ronald Reagan. At
that time, she was already well into
her late eighties, but there she was,
standing next to his statue with a big
smile on her face. Her very presence
brightened the entire Hall—she and
Ronald Reagan standing together, he
in the form of a statue, she standing
next to him, together. It really was a
fantastic picture.

Nancy, of course, will be missed. I
say, though, my mind returns to a dif-
ferent time. It reminds me of the years
Ronald Reagan was in the White
House—a card-carrying conservative,
yet a very pragmatic Republican.

The Nation will miss First Lady
Nancy Reagan and miss her partner,
the President of the United States,
Ronald Reagan.

———

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT
VACANCY

Mr. REID. Madam President, from
the Des Moines Register. Two former
Lieutenant Governors of the State of
Iowa—and I am sure the Acting Presi-
dent pro tempore knows both of them,
one a Democrat and one a Republican—
here is what they said, among other
things: ‘““This isn’t the CHUCK GRASS-
LEY we thought we knew.” Again, I re-
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peat, this is two Iowans, former Lieu-
tenant Governors Joy Corning, a Re-
publican, and Sally Pederson, a Demo-
crat.

Last week former Lieutenant Gov-
ernors Corning and Pederson coau-
thored an op-ed in the Des Moines Reg-
ister criticizing the senior Senator
from Iowa for abdicating his constitu-
tional duties by blocking consideration
of President Obama’s Supreme Court
nomination. The op-ed reads, among
other things:

Iowans are known for being hard workers,
and we appreciate that quality in our elected
officials. We wake up every day, ready to do
our part, and get the job done. We are also
politically astute, understand the U.S. Con-
stitution, and know when an elected official
is more eager to find excuses than create so-
lutions. Unfortunately, Sen. CHUCK GRASS-
LEY is refusing to do his job as described in
Article 2 of our Constitution, giving ‘“‘advice
and consent’”” on the president’s upcoming
nomination to the Supreme Court.

GRASSLEY is threatening to use his power-
ful post as chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee to block a hearing on any nominee,
regardless of how well qualified he or she is.
His recent column and public statements re-
garding the vacancy on the Supreme Court
are troubling and harmful to our courts.
Moreover, this isn’t the CHUCK GRASSLEY we
thought we knew.

“This isn’t the CHUCK GRASSLEY we
thought we knew.”” I agree with these
Iowans. This isn’t the Senator I have
come to know over the last three dec-
ades. The Senator I knew would not
cede the independence of the powerful
Judiciary Committee he has served on
for many decades to the Republican
leader. The Senator I knew would not
ignore his constitutional duties for the
sake of election-year politics, but for
whatever reason the Senator from Iowa
made a fateful decision in the hours
after Justice Antonin Scalia’s death.
He is allowing himself and his com-
mittee to be manipulated by the Re-
publican leader for narrow, partisan
warfare. He is taking his orders from
the Republican leader and, sadly, Don-
ald Trump. When asked about this
issue, Donald Trump’s words were
three: delay, delay, delay. Senator
GRASSLEY must have been listening.

The people of Iowa, without question,
are displeased with their Senator. The
Des Moines Register quoted one of Sen-
ator GRASSLEY’s disappointed sup-
porters as follows:

He seems to be doing what other people are
saying, not what he thinks is best. That has
really colored my opinion of him in the past
week.

Another Iowan who supports the Sen-
ator told the newspaper:

I think he’s making a bad mistake. . . .
It’s purely a political party play, and there
isn’t any space for that in this situation.

Now, as each day passes, the senior
Senator from Iowa is trying des-
perately to justify his blind loyalty to
the Republican leader and to Donald
Trump. Senator GRASSLEY is grasping
for a rationale—any rationale—that
will excuse him for not doing his job.
That desperation is now taking Sen-
ator GRASSLEY down a very dark path.
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Last Thursday, the senior Senator
from Iowa addressed the Comnservative
Political Action Conference, CPAC,
which took place here in Washington.
In his speech to them, here is what
Senator GRASSLEY said: “I feel it’s
about time that we have a national de-
bate on the Supreme Court and how it
fits in with our constitutional system
of government.”’

The chairman of the Judiciary Com-
mittee is suggesting that we reevaluate
the Founding Fathers’ work, reevalu-
ate the Constitution of the TUnited
States, and change the Constitution of
the United States. Why is Senator
GRASSLEY debating what the Constitu-
tion makes clear? The Senate must
provide its advice and consent on nomi-
nees appointed by the President to the
Supreme Court. Think of the irony.
Justice Scalia was a strict constitu-
tionalist. Yet now, in the weeks fol-
lowing his death, Senator GRASSLEY
wants to throw out the Constitution
just because President Obama gets to
pick Scalia’s replacement.

The former Senator from Iowa Tom
Harkin said it best yesterday. This ap-
peared in the Des Moines Register:
““The position taken now by the major-
ity leader and majority members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee is simply
astounding, and not in keeping with a
‘strict,” or even ‘loose,’” construction of
the Constitution.”

The Constitution isn’t some ball you
pick up and take home just because
you are still mad that Barack Obama is
the President. If Senator GRASSLEY and
Republicans find themselves on the
wrong side of the Constitution, it is
their policies that should change, not
our Nation’s founding document, the
Constitution of the United States. If
Republicans are uncomfortable with
not performing their duties, the answer
isn’t to take an eraser to the Constitu-
tion. No, we don’t need to take an eras-
er to the Constitution. The answer is to
do your job.

If the Senator from Iowa wants to ex-
tricate himself from the situation he
created, there is a way. All he needs to
do is wrest back his chairmanship from
the Republican leader and give Presi-
dent Obama’s nominee a meeting, a
hearing, and a vote. In short, he needs
to do his job. It is that easy. No
changes to the Constitution are re-
quired. If he does his job, the people in
Iowa will not have reason to say: ‘‘This
isn’t the CHUCK GRASSLEY we thought
we knew.”

———————

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Mr. REID. Madam President, on an-
other subject, last Thursday, the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices released updated statistics about
the number of Americans who now

have health insurance. This is
ObamaCare. The numbers are incred-
ible.

Since enactment of the Affordable
Care Act, 20 million Americans have
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